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AN HISTORICAL EXAMPLE OF ARMORED EMPLOYMENT IN WOODS

Operations in the Hurtgen Forest will be long remembered

in the minds of many American soldiers who #0.gallantly fought

in this, the most bitter forest battle of World War II. ?Zt,
hag been stated by the Gemana that this was the most Leyryible
and f’eraaims battle in @he hietwg of all wars R

The history of this battle complled from observers,

documents, and after action reports cannot possibly do Justice

to the undaunted determination, outstanding courage, and grim
tenncity of those men of the fighting divisions who played 850
vital a role. It is the intent of this article to display a
portion of that role, the smployment of amor in woods, an
historical examplé of Combat i:cz%zmam R, 5th Armored Division.
The smployment of armor mjwcmiﬁ posss many problems
and difficulties. A% Pivet sight, 1t would appear that
armor could nt‘:ﬂ; be employed, and if used, committed in a
plecemeal and fragmentary -maxmef until the tactical integrity
of tank units ceaced. Though the primary characteristiecs
of armor in é@aﬁs is not a&ﬁame&, gonsiderable support fzan
be furnished to further the advancing forward olements.
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Roer River Dams | ,
The forest aml covering approximately fifty square

- miles within the towns of Aachen-Dupen-lonshau ie the Hurtgen

Porést,. Closoly pucked fir trees ranging to the heights of |
75 t0'100 foet are found on the hilly slopes. The roads are
few, soft, narrow, and steep. This constituted the battle

fleld. This was to bé the gateway to the all important Roey

River dams. The capture of these dams was of imminent ime
mﬁtanee to future operations. To have c¢rossed the Roer
River without the aa,ins in our posgesaion would have invited
a major defeat. One of two things had %o be done; first, to
capture the dams so that a crossing could be made, Or second=
1y, to destroy the dams by bombing or forcing the Germans to
blow the dams prematurely. British Royal Air Force bombing
had 1little or no offect on the dans.. The only problematical
imethof& of acconplishing the miasﬁion was b0 attack and seize
the dams. Ths 28th Infantry Division, part of the United
States “!:,I Corps, was assigned this task. Afher capturing

the village of Schmidt, repeated German counterattacks anmd
ef factive 'artilzéry and mortar fire turned back this division
badly mauled. The Sth Infantry Division, then rolieved

the 28th Infantry Division, in this, the Hurtgen~Vossenack

argse.
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- ?reu;azaming i;h’a-‘-ﬁurhgen Attack
The peried 11 to 24 Hovember 1944, CCR, 5th Armored
Division,. organized plans to asssist V Corps in ﬁl&saz'ing the
Hurtgen Forest area. This combal command was then attached
6 the Bth Iﬁfantry Diviasion on 19 November, for this co=
ordinated task. '

" The -ﬁg‘x_n;maents of the CCR -organization were:
Headquarters Reserve Command, 5th Armored Division =
Detachment A, Hg. and Hq. Company, 34 Armored Group

- 10th Tenk Battelion S '
47th Armored infantry Battalion

© 95th Armored Fleld Artillery Batlallon N
¢ Troop, 85th Cavalry Reeonnalssance Squadron {(Macz)

0 Company, 224 Armored Engineey Battalion @~

¢ Company, 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion tsz?

C Company, 387th Antiaircraft (AW} Battalion (5P}

¢ Company, 75th Hedieal Battalion {Arm'a) | |

Det., C Company, 127th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion

The tank and infaniry elements of CCR, Tmarried” prior
to D=Day, in England. This formation was. consistent throughe
out the BEuropean campaisns for CCR, exdtept when special
missions reduired a tank hesvy force or an infantry heavy
force. The 10th Tank Battalion, known as Task Force Hamberg,
was commanded by Lt. Col. Williaw A. Hamberg. This foree
contained the married A Companies; C Companiss, and the light
tank D Company, a8 the maj)or components. Lbe Col. Howard E.
Boyer, commander of the 47th Armored Infantry Batialion, was
called Task Foree Boyer, which consisted of the married B
Companies, C Company of the 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion
less 1 platoon, and the Armored Platoon of C Company, 224

Aymored Engineer Battallon.



The plan of atback prescribed that the woods southwest
of the vii}aga of Hurigen was to be ‘-ci-%ai-'e& by the 121sbt
Infantry Regiment of ‘the Bth Infantry Civision. The edge .
~ of these wéédﬁts was designated as the line of departure for

CCR«  Task Force Boyer was to lead the attack, to mefze and
hold Hurtgen until relfeved by the 13th Infantry Rogiment..
‘&ask Force Hamberg prepare& to pase through Boyer at Hurtgen,
m attaak and hold Kleinhau ang: t.ha high ground rwrtheaat of
K&.emhau, Hi1l 401s The movement was 1o be made 23 mvemar-
o Rotgen, the seleeteﬁ asgembly areas Taesk Force Boyer was
to move the sane night from Rotgen to the atta.ck poa&tim
wost of the linsc of &eparﬁure, éismomb\ the mi’ant.ry and
meet the tanks of B Company at 0730, time of the a"i;mck.

¢ Company, 224 Engineers had the mission of marking the
route of march from the assembly area to the attack position
to facilitate the night morement. In addition, they Would
be propared to support the attacks of both task .‘rcrc-:es.- by

loeating and pemoving miness. Road guldes for the night
movement was to be furnished by ¢ Troop, 85th Reconnaissance.
The 95th Fleld Artillery was in direct support of CCRs

The atbtack of OCR was postponed. Eloments of the Sth
Infaptry Division hed difficulty mopping up the wooded area
that was to be seized pr_xaﬁ to the mm*ad attack.




The Burtgen Atbtack -
During the night 24«25 November-‘, the 47th Armored
Infantry Battalion maryied f‘amaticm, maveé from the asgsend zy

ares at RQ’bgan -on order of the G@mmzmﬁm &enerai, 8th
Infantry Division; to the attack positions. The impenetrable
woods and mﬁfm roads canalized the lead tanks of B Company
down -the main axls of gpprosch, the Germeter=Hurigen roade
The Is ad tank came upon o la"rfg‘e unpasgsable t:mﬁ‘er- in the
road. - This orater ma been gravmusly reperta& a8 ‘bri&gsa,
with treaﬁwag bridge, ’by the 8th Infentry Division. There
being no other passage of this ebsmcla@ engineezfs' of CCR
began spanning 'conaﬁxmat:isﬁ of the c¢rater which was conpleted
at 1000 nours, two and Gné half hours after the ordered time
of attack,  The lesd tank starting to push forward siruck a
mine, the tank was then demolished by éﬁtiutank fire, again
blocking the road. While B Compeny tanks were attempting to
progross, the -ﬁizﬁ"antry of B Company noved i‘erwam to the line
‘of departure under the continual smoke soreen place on the
southern part of Hurtgen. The area to the line of departure
had not been cleared as reported. This company was sadn. %o
experience the blocdisst set~back it had encountered to this
time. Owing to a relatively stable situation for geveral
weeks prior to this attack, the eonemy had had ample opportunity
to prepare his defonses. A h:rge number of SCHU mines in the
forested area and HOLTZ mines along the roads and in the open
fields had been prepared.




Aptillery preparation, fire trenches, and gun emplacements
were amohp the d\efenétiﬁevlmraaai,xreﬁ--a;ﬁam&ed by the Germang.
Tree bursts fron artillery and mortar fire, and numerous
anti=poraonnel mines reéduced the combat efficiency of- B
Company well .wer'.‘._.ﬁfﬁg' pem’eéztw - The .tanks unable to move -
bevause of the hlocked road, nmine fields, and dfrect antis
tank fire, compolied the Comsander of CCR to withdraw the

 tank slements until passage could be atcomplisheds The

ﬁﬁf&nﬁry of the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion was lmmediate-
1y vregrouped for a concerted atbacik, with tank support, to
seize the Inltlal objective, Hurtgen. This attack jumped off
at 1430 hours with 1ittle progress attained. The superior -

‘firepoweyr of the enemy and hig &ei‘enesme organization had -

proved too strong; the element of surprise was 108t <
The firet defeat for CCR was ac!m‘m:t:eégem It'ns proud
and coeky infanivy was to reasssemble in Rotgen to rest, |
recrganize; regroup, snmd to lick their wounds.
The reasgon Tor me failure of CCR to take Huxtgen was
the premsbure employment of the commands. Thé line of departure
had not been cleared to tha‘-'edaé -ﬂf‘ the woods to permit the
passage of the infantry, as reported. The only possible avenue
of approach for tanks had not been cloarsd, nod the crater
bridged, as reported. This necessitated the formerd elements .
of CCR to battle for the line of depiarture under the most
disadvantageous conditions. It must he bornme in mind that

the surprise olement, 80 necessary, was lost.
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The Kleinhau Attack
From 26 to 28 November, COR, now regrouped as before,
prepared ﬁmm for operations against Iimmu. The GOR
angmmm in cmjxmem.an w%h divisional mgin%m af me .
8th- zni‘anwy mvmim, rxmm the Mamm aalaareﬁ the road

- and mine field. ‘ma 1218t Im’mt,ry Regimam ha.:i auewadeﬁ

in hak}.ng Hurtgens
\ The. original plan of Task Force ﬁambm'ﬁ, i0th %m
Hattaliw,,, to seize and hold memhm was put into ei’fw&

at 0806, 29 November. The 47th Armored Infantry Battalion

was in CCR reserve. It was planned that the lst Battalion
of the 13th Infantry Regiment would r-amﬁvé Hamberg ab
Kleinhau upon its consolidation. Tha married C Companies
led the a’-*t,ta@k,; ‘rallmmg' an artiliery grepax*a&ﬁm, with
the 3d platoon forming a base of fire; the 2a platoon march-
1:'&& Qni'%‘»m objective; and the mt; pqun &%ﬁmmm_ | to flank

. the village from the West by moving cross country. The ¥t
‘platoon soon became bogged down on terrain that had been
- eulbivated with in the pmwm‘aﬁs- grouing season and dus %o

continual and heavy wamfam, was too soft to insure good
support. for tank maneuver. Infémbry on foot, anwmpm:im '
the tanks, had difficulty keeping abreast becsuse of the
accurate well observed artillery fire the Germans were
hying down on the attacking echelons. After erne.' hwx*'é, |
fighting, 'ﬁhe 2& platoon z%aiaarte& taking the chf;ec:t’ii?e;, bub
without thelr married 'ggrtz;er, the platoon of infantry.



This endangerea the tazxka ts anma taxt,cmt a3 enemy bazeoka men
wore 8t1ll to be fluahe& out of ’ahe huil&inga. Shoz*tly ai'.i_'aer,.
tm; ¢ cmpany mfantry and the mmamwg tanks waree ‘in the
vmlage mﬁsazmatmg their pasiﬁimnra zma. meapping ups B;’waétf
fire wa,s being mcaiveﬁ rrom Grrosrhauy, and it had ‘na«m reparted
%hat wfs panzer regiments were moving. south towards Grosshaus
i‘sr&lllery mz mqwsteﬁ whieh tempomri!;r halted the enemy Tire
aizpwmg the mﬁ"gnﬁm to operate.more eﬁ‘.ﬁmiwbly in their
mopping up cpamtims. Vhite -phﬁfsphcmué and frﬁsmenﬁaﬂim
grenades were used ta flush the enemy fmm hig eonceale&
poaitmns o

Task Force Hanmberg occupled ﬁafamzv'a pesi?zions to thes
north and to the east of Kleinhau. The anbicipated am_or .
threat ircm the north required mine laying and the.sttachment
of C cmupany, 628th Tank Destrayer Ba,ttaliﬁn. As planned; the
l}fm Inf‘an%ry Regiment relieved most of the mth Tank Battalion
on the night 29~30 November.

R&liying. positions for the task force had been selected
earlier in the day in the woods west of Kleinhau by the CCR.
G.ammazider,‘. Colonel 3len H, Anderson. This plan was re_ﬁm@d
by V Corps orders, foreing the 10th Tank Battalion to rally
in the open flslds west of Kleinhau, thore to spend the entire
day of 30 November in this position under intense enemy mortar
and értﬁ.i}iaryﬁ fire and dirvegy five -wegpzma;



' It is intaresting to nahe at t,his phase of the attack
the attitude of the German ﬁezensa. Blaments of two 1nfantny
divieiong were holéing the line with %he narmal atbachments -
of enainaara, grenadiars, ant1~tank batﬁalions, artillery and
mortar batteries. Prigonsrs of war raparte& that thes elements.
were aghout onk, third normal strength. It was assumed that. not
mors than ohe regiment faced CCR -during this assault. The
éﬂemy'waa axaéeding;y'atubbarn-aﬁﬁ ie&uﬂzan$~téréiinquiqﬁl
any ground as e¢videnced by a captured field order for the
defense of Kleinhau, which reéé,_“hggd'ﬁieinhan\a& all cost."

The laak.cf aggresaiveness,, é@ntraryfﬁa\hﬁéauamaz‘akstoﬁ;

was apparent because of the failure to ¢ounterattack after

foreinz to give ground so bitterly defended. The German
pelf«propeiled guns were used pureiy inua-&éﬁénae'rqle and
nobk asg a'eéuntaraxtattackxng'1natrument; | |
" This nost sdoquate defense, mauned by a 1imited number .
of persormel, can be attribuled to the clever use of dbsﬁaclas,
in which sufficient preparstory time had béden made available,
and alac to the most effective mortar and artillery support.
| The Brandenberg Attack |

Iwo more objectives, two more villages, Wwers to be the

next objeciives for the task fovce of Lt. Gol. Hamberg.

Brandenberg and Bergstoin were situated on a Narrow ridge

flanked on sither side hy woods.



The dominating terrain to the sast and north of Bergstein
were to remain in comtrol of the enemy after the armor's final
ob ,jectiva had been ‘takern. .' The 10th Tank Battalion would again
3.99,& the at»tack down the an:iy passme aa?emze of apymeh, the
Ki@inhatxusranéenberg roads The &?ﬁk Armoyed Iz;fantxy Battalion,
would remain in CCR reserve in their assembly posidion at
Germetor prepared to assist in the seizure of Brandenberg or
to assist in the defense of that villages GOCR roceived the
56th Field Artillery Battalion and a battalion of 155mm guns
to roinforce the &irec%' snppo?t fires of the 95th ‘Fi‘.«am Aprtillery
Battalion. D Gcnzpany; 10th Tank Battalion was to pfatect iﬁe
flanks of Task Force Hamberg. The 224 Engineers misaion was
to aweep the road for mine flelds. . o

Progress wag slow auring tﬁa morning; anti-tank fire
from Brandanberg and Kemmerﬁchei& dispersed the lead elements
foreing the tanks to é'aplyv.., Mine fislds were -e:;ﬁaunt»we&

' m the open £ields on eit.heﬁ gide between the _z"éad and the

. woods. Those mine flelds were covered. by machine gun and
other small arms fire that prevented the removal of the mines.
A break in the weathe‘x* ;semit,ted the forward air conﬁrone:&‘ |
to caxztact and direct two flights of P47%s to strafe anci

bomb the adjacent waoda and Bz*arﬁenber&

The situation became inactive. A Company, who had
lost 4 tanks to mines and anti-tank fire, reorganzzea, %umizzg
their gains over to D Company, which had alse lost 4 tanks.
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It was then decided by ;fﬁélonel Anderson to hold the gains and
¢lear a& path through the .mim_'e field during tﬁe night and continue
the attack on Brandenberg the following morning. D Company held
‘the forward positions during the night 2-3 December while C
Company, 224 Engineers, breached the mine field removing 250
wooden boxed mines. | o | -

The married C Compsnies attacking at 0800 the following
-day, with the support of Tighter alreraft, were on the objective
% hours later.

The Vessenack Attack

The Vosesenack area, In the zone of the 28th Infantry
Regiment, had nobl been taken; at 1200, 3 December, the 47th
Armored Infantry Battalion was attached. Tuis area Was heavily
mined, with the major resistance consisting of a f‘im trench,
" Tocated in a rubble pile east of _%sasﬁaek; it was planned
to smoke the west and nopth po:*tisn of the viné.ge with assault
‘guns. and mortars of the battalion to conceal tho moveament while
the lead tank, a nowly attached "f1ail tank" » uSing a swinging
chain iaxtszeiple ﬁa detonate ,m&néa:, Qpened a .gap in the mine
field. It eventually hit a mine and was dieabled.” Three
attacks were launched; one, in the afternoon which had mde
1ittle pmgmss; the second, an tx?xﬁtx‘aaeﬁfsml night atback;

and the third, on the following morning that was successful.

1



The fallure to seize the objectivé initially was due to
the piecemeal omployment of tﬁe~an&erstreng§h -tankeinfantyy.
_ companiess A thought to be well remeﬁbereﬁ is that in the
attack of an objective, a sufficiently aarge foree should Ye
empzcygé,; It this deetrine is aéheréd 10, an obgective-can
- be taken with maximum fire support and spead, with a minimum

loss of personnel and equipment¢

. Plans were then made to atback south and east from
Vossenack 10 mop up resistance with the romaining 4 tanks
lof't iﬁ*B Qcmp&ny¢ The infsntry of B sémpany5 47th Ayrmored
Infantry Battalion was to accompany two tanks; the infantry
of G Company, 28th Infantry Regiment riding the other two
tanks. This attack never materialized as zhsfcampany from
t&e 28th Infantry Regiment could not be rallied and afgénzzeé
to ride the tanks in the sttack. At 1600, the same day, Task
Force Boyer wag reiieva& rom attachment to the 28th Infantry
Regiment and reverted to CCR control. Boyer was'them-alerte&'
0 move bo Brah&enberg and atbtack, on order, with Hamberg '
against Bergstein. -

The Bergstein Attack
The Bergstein plan was o be accompliished with Task FaréeA
Harborg lesding, securing thé ncrth, northeast parta of the
village; Task Force Boyer to follow Hamberg into Bergﬁtein;' 
seize and hold the south and southwest pggts of the village.




D Company ahd one platoon of the 85th. Recohnaiesance:Squadron

~ were ordered to protect thé rear; Branlenberg, and to kéép“i‘;hé

nain supply route opens Prioriisy in.Bergetein, ai‘t.w the - o
msppiﬁgﬁép*ghaaé~w&sfcgmngte@;:ﬁag the sstablishment of road
blocks and anti-tank deofensed. ?he'ﬁsﬁsgngiaéeré'woaiéibé,'
prepared t0 aspist the advanse «f woth task forves and to -

preparé Bergstein for defense by coustructing field forte

‘iftcations, laying mine flelds and obstacles, and if need bs,

o ogoupy a defensive position. _

Aiy su;;ﬁpcm~ wag intended to implement the atback, but
bad wea'ﬁhér halted the attack until 1400 hours, 5 Decetiber,
when alr support became availables Excellant results were
obtained through air strikes. The famr& air gontroller
requested the planks to "stick around” after their ammunition
had been expended. This materially aided in éeeeﬁaasing.anemy
artiliery fire &llmiﬁg the advansing infantry to maintaln
the momentum with the lead tanks. The pilots of the ecover=

ing alrcralt were oager L0 remain over the tarzgelt arez when

they were informed of the results.

) The impetus of the advancing tanke and infantry through
éwif-t,._ aggraosaive action brought CCR on the ‘éhjeavtme in 30 -
ninutes, Mopping up operations had begun and by 1720, Berge

steln was in OCK's possession. In taking the town, the assault
‘gun platoon of the 10th Tank Batltallcu, saployed well forward

to offer direct fire support, encountered o heavily mined arvea
and logt 4 of their tanka.




The heavy weapons element of *Eae"& Foree ‘Bé;';rer;_ I‘iesﬁq&a?ﬁeys .
Cam.pany, 47th Armored Infantry 'Bat,t‘aiiéﬂ,f :ap;?fere& TUMeYous - |
cagualtios a%tempting Lo resch Bergstein as heavy artillery
concentrations were interdicting the Brandenberg-Bergstein
.roaa,f foreing these slements into secondary positions in the
vieinity of Brandonberg. mé, evening, two platoons of the
85th Reconnalssance Squadron and the machine gun platoon of
ffalsk- Foree aéyar were sent formgrd to Bergsteln to ‘roinfores -
the defensive positions as infentrymen. C Company, 224
Engmeem, was piaced in Brandonberg to assume defensive
positiong in preparation for an enemy attack of -i*»ﬁa,t' Lown. -
gonsiderable difficulty with.artillery comminications
was «‘pffssenta& In Bergstaine. %Two forward a’bs&-gmérs Gf the
95th Field Artillery had lost their tanks znd one observer
bad been killed. Immediate requestis were made of the 8th
Infantyy Divisilon for for&am observere and ‘caammu;z;ication :
facilities. They reported the following daye -
The left and risght flanks were extremely vulnerable -abt
this time. The loft flank had a considerable sized gap due to
slow progress of infantry through the infested woods. This
. gap was to be covered by an artillery caneeﬁtra,tion during
the first night's ocoupation. The right flank was bolstered
by an additional infantry company and two platoons of tank
destroyers from the 8th Infantry Division., However, a large

gap was 8till existent.
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The night 56 Decouber; was 'used to better improve the
déiensime-pesitiens,.té.ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@ ﬁﬁ@plies;?eﬁwg?d,sana to evacuate
the dead and wounded. The transportation of supplies and - -
evaeuatiag*was acccépliaheﬁahy the use of half tracks and light
bankg.e '

~ ‘The Germans began thelr counburattattacks agailnst COR . -

- positions at 0700, 6 December. Appyroximately 6 companies of
infentry and 10 tanks attacked the positions of the married
‘B Companles§ foreiug B Company to relinquish 7 houses to the
gnemy« By 0900, the first gitack had been repulsed and B
Compary reoccupied thelr original positlions. The second

- attack st 1400 hours, wae & piocomeal effort wﬁiah.was
eventually driven off., A third eaemyuatzack was atlempted
with their remaining infantry and tank support, but as in.
the other attacks; CCR stood firm.

The 24 Ranger Hattalion, atbached to the 8th Infantry
Division, was ordered to pass through CCR and seize the high
ground east of Bergstein, known as Berg ﬂilla -This battalion
mcved-formaré early morning on 7 December, and reported "mission
accomplishied” at 0905,

. CCR was then relieved of its positions on the night 8«9
Detenber, to return to Ualborn, Belgium for reorganization:
When relicved, COR's fighting components had 7G-infantgymen
of the original 750, 8 tanks z‘emi:ﬁinlxz& of 58, and 1 tank.
destrqyer~lef£. The green of the Hurtgeﬁ Forest was now
tainted red, the red blood of gallant men.
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‘

. Conelusions - e
. In none of the attacks in the Hurtgen Forest was COR
able to properly employ its tanks to the fullest advantoge.

This_was,ﬁhiefly due %o the limited amount of open terrain,

‘Rmpaﬁadble wooded area, and the avenues which were strewn

with mine fields. It muet be anticipated when troops are
employed against well augfin.pﬁstiansiqn terrain which limits
meneurerability that excessive casualties in personnel and
equipment will oecour. | ' _
From the experiences doveloped from this bitterly con-

tested battle, definite conclusions may bhe drawn. The writer

belisvoe that, in this operation eslling for the employment

of armor t0 assist the infantry units, gaps must be made in

the enemy 1line to permit a r&pﬁﬁ thrust of masged tanks,

through the outer defenses. This had not been done. The
line of departure and the road lsading to the attack positions
had been reported cleared by the infantry elemeﬁtsj The
fallure t0 clear this ares resulted in extreme casuvaliies
of infantry personnel attempting to advange to the line of
departure, and it did not permit the armored gsupport to
advance, because of these uwnforeseen obstacles. Tha complete
lack of gurprise and inability to advance rapidly and selze
the initiative resulted from this error.



Tanks cannot be effectively aemploy-e& without, a gap or clearanée
through which to penetrate. This was. praVen by the 19&& tank
striking a mine field 50 foot, fram the iine of ﬁapartura¢ -

- Aymored. units muat have aéequata,pﬁateation when ﬁa&lying
or reorganizing once ag,ebjeat&gg nas been taken, as they are
most vulnerable during this phase. - | |

: Wheﬂgveﬁ pogsible, a&r:supyaﬁt should ﬁe em§1ﬁy§ﬁ to |
effectively assault a position. Granted, this is not always
possible, but %he;zéarﬁznatgd»effort of armor, infantry,
artillory, and air support has proven the most potent type
of attack. _

One of the most difficult niselong for aymor to perform
is the holding and the defense of a poégﬁion. This m&y‘&a done
for short perieés.crAhime‘ but the more effective rols is that
of a mobiievréserve‘and oY1 aicounteratﬁaakiag forcsc. Castalties
in personnel and equipment were relatively light in ths attack
on Bergetein, tremendous losses occurred in defonding tue
objective. Infantry elemente should be caused to relisve
armored units ag guickly as poaaiblé o ingsure the maximum
integrity of a defensive position. Armored Iinfantry and
reconnaissance units can satisfactorily perform dismounted
defensive miggions, but in doing so, these 3killea; technical,
ani svecizlized personnel degenerats from thelr prima$y~missioa

for which they wore trained and intended.




The empieymem of amw’ in woods %8 a feasible mission
within the capabilit&ea m& *l%mtatmna af its actwnm The
charactariaties of armareé mﬁa ave bea% ﬁa;;ted ‘4f the missfon
warrants the f‘ire;;wer, maamerabm}.isg, aﬁé ‘Lhe Mwmpmbis
shock aetiom B

Rﬁfex*enaes 3

I}am‘bat. Command R, 5th émama Division After Action Repert :
5th Armored Division After Action Report
10th Tank Battallion After Action Report
47th Avmered Infantry Batbalion After Action Raport
First United States Army Report of Uperations
3 Aug;usﬁ 104% « 22 Pebruary 164 5
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